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CARE: Data Template for Artworks
Make sure that you have written permission to use images from whoever owns the copyright for that image. This might be the artist or an institution like a museum that owns the work. You might also need to obtain written permission from the photographer who took the photograph of the artistic work, and include a credit next to the reproduced image.
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A.  General information
1.	Name of artist/collective: Isaac Warrington
2.	Title of artwork (translate into English): Alta Est
3.	Year when the artwork was produced/performed: 2017
4.	Medium and support/artistic genre: Photographs in black and white
5.           Dimensions: 42 x 56cm
6.	Collection (location of artwork or site where it was performed): artwork was never exhibited physically.
7.	Photo credit: the artist 
8.	Weblink/s: https://www.isaacwarrington.com/new-page-1

B. Description and analysis of artwork

1. Describe and analyse the artwork (max. 100 words): Black and white photographs highlight the contemporary structures that colonize the Maltese sceneries. The project is grounded in questioning the particular features that characterize Malta. Cranes, factory related buildings, oil rigs, chimneys, containers and storage towers stick out like a middle finger while dominating the skylines. Although pessimistic, the choice of emphasizing negative elements rather than appreciating the good about Malta is real – a reality that those with an ‘optimist’ mind-set would prefer to close an eye or both. 

2. Relevance of artwork to SDGs (please specify which SDGs, max. 100 words): Images of the photographs can be used as a platform for discussions about SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities). The main target for SDG 11 is to make urban settings and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable. In the developing world, fast growing construction need long-term sustainable urban planning to avoid infrastructural concerns. Living in congested urban surroundings is a recipe for many infrastructure issues ranging from health to hygiene, expensive accommodation to traffic-jams. As the urban environment deteriorates for the sake of economic progress, is communities’ role just to keep watching from a pessimist/ an optimist lens?

3. Relevance of artwork to the local context (max. 50 words): In 2019, thousands of citizens protested against Malta’s planning system and developers who manipulate government policies on construction and planning. The activists ‘Moviment Graffitti’ are always at the forefront to fight against environmental abuse, highlighting excessive development around Malta, the lack of green areas, the increasing noise pollution and traffic issues. 
https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2019-12-28/local-news/The-year-of-the-protest-from-tying-to-trees-to-pelting-ministerial-cars-with-eggs-6736217874 

4. Specify whether any participants, community members or members of the public were involved in the production of this artwork (max. 50 words): N.A.

5. Relevance of artwork to artist’s background, if any (e.g. gender, ethnicity, etc., max. 50 words): Through his art, Warrington explores how humans interact with the world around them and with each other, predominantly in Malta. His works tend to have a dark and critical nature, exposing a contradictory sensitivity towards existential concepts as well as the inclusion of primitive elements and behaviour.

C. Pedagogical qualities 

1. Describe any links you see between this artwork and specific VAE and ESD competencies (max. 100 words): Images of the ‘Alta Est’ can be used in a scheme of work focusing on the ESD goal related to ‘Sustainable Cities and Communities’. The work can be combined with other international artists’ works concerning issues of urban infrastructure to guide students’ reflection on how this impacts communities’ life.  Students can explore basic values of sustainable urban planning. Teachers can discuss ways of how activists and communities voice their concerns against construction manipulation. Artworks generated through lessons can lead to protest placards. They can also lead to mapping projects highlighting the good use of public open/green spaces and areas where community’s needs still require attention.


2. Other pedagogical qualities: While reference to images of ‘Alta Est’ can be used with different age groups, it would probably work better with older primary level pupils (ages 8-10). This artwork could be linked to the Big Idea 5 ‘Conservation and Change’ (CARE Guide) – What is conservation? What do we need to conserve? What is change? What is essential change? What do we need to change? Can you think of an example that was presented as being for the environment but was insensitive to the needs of the poorer or more vulnerable members of society? In the context you know best (your school/ your town area), is urban environment sustainable? What are the challenges you see in the surrounding environment? How can you go about voicing your concern and that of communities to such challenges?
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