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CARE: Data Template for Artworks
Make sure that you have written permission to use images from whoever owns the copyright for that image. This might be the artist or an institution like a museum that owns the work. You might also need to obtain written permission from the photographer who took the photograph of the artistic work, and include a credit next to the reproduced image.
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A.  General information
1.	Name of artist/collective: Sarah Maria Scicluna
2.	Title of artwork (translate into English): Anti-circus book
3.	Year when the artwork was produced/performed: 2013
4.	Medium and support/artistic genre: Hand pulled, silk screen printed book
5.           Dimensions: 15 x 21 cm
6.	Collection (location of artwork or site where it was performed): private collection
7.	Photo credit: the artist 
8.	Weblink/s: https://www.sarahmariascicluna.com/anticircus-book-1

B. Description and analysis of artwork

1. Describe and analyse the artwork (max. 100 words): 
This artwork consists of a limited edition of 25 hand pulled, silk screen printed books. Some books were sold and now belong in private collections. This work was never exhibited physically. The book follows a simple story in the circus, taking a strong position against the circus. The artwork was inspired from ongoing debates about banning animal circuses in Malta during the time of its creation. In 2013, animal rights activists protested, arguing about the ill-treatment of animal training in circuses, while petitions circulated to support animal circuses. 
https://www.sarahmariascicluna.com/anticircus-book-1
https://timesofmalta.com/articles/view/Petition-to-support-last-animal-circus-.498170

2. Relevance of artwork to SDGs (please specify which SDGs, max. 100 words): Images of the silk screen printed book can be used as a platform for discussions about SDG 15 (Life on Land). An understanding of the existence of wild animals within specific habitats develops values to appreciate animals in their natural environment. Circus animals are forced to perform unnatural acts simply to entertain human-beings. Would people still support circuses if they get to know of the cruel methods used to train animals? If children develop an awareness of circus animals’ tortured lives, would they still get excited at the idea of watching bears balancing on balls and elephants standing on two legs? 

3. Relevance of artwork to the local context (max. 50 words): Before 2013, the Animal Rights Coalition used to protest on government yearly to ban animal circuses from coming to Malta. Since 2014 animal circuses are banned, in Malta. Yet animals are still being abandoned, neglected and injured. Several animal rights activists united as NGO Real Animal Rights (RAR) strive to improve the state of general animal welfare in Malta.

https://www.maltatoday.com.mt/news/national/14647/animal-rights-activists-protest-against-animal-circus#.X1IPWHkzY2w
https://www.stopcircussuffering.com/news/europe/malta-bans-animal-circuses/#:~:text=Malta%20has%20banned%20ALL%20animal,prohibiting%20all%20animal%20circus%20acts. 
https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2020-02-22/local-news/Animals-deserve-real-animal-rights-new-activist-group-6736219863


4. Specify whether any participants, community members or members of the public were involved in the production of this artwork (max. 50 words): This artwork was never exhibited physically in public.

5. Relevance of artwork to artist’s background, if any (e.g. gender, ethnicity, etc., max. 50 words): Sarah Maria Scicluna’s strong emotions in defence of animals’ wellbeing are communicated through this artwork. She aims to raise awareness of the often ignored, yet ongoing animal abuse for the sheer entertainment of human-beings.

C. Pedagogical qualities 

6. Describe any links you see between this artwork and specific VAE and ESD competencies (max. 100 words): Images of the ‘Anti-circus Book’ can be used in a scheme of work focusing on the ESD goal related to ‘Life on Land’. The work can be combined with other international artists’ works concerning issues of animal welfare to guide students’ reflection on restoring humanity’s relationship to wildlife.  Students can explore the problem of animal torture and abandonment and think about new ways to empathise with non-human life on land.  Teachers can discuss ways of how animal activists are raising awareness and striving for animal rights’ improvement. Artworks generated through lessons can lead to placards and collages, amongst other media.


7. Other pedagogical qualities: Reference to images of the ‘Anti-circus Book’ can be used with different age groups at primary level. Based on the need for developing empathy with non-human life on land, this artwork could be linked to the Big Idea 3 ‘Compassion’ (CARE Guide) – What is Compassion? Is Compassion natural or learned? In what ways can one and society benefit from showing compassion towards animals and other non-human life on land? How can we use art to raise awareness about the current abondonment and torture that animals are experiencing? What images can you create individually or with others to encourage compassion towards animals? Should we still eat animals when there are so many nutritious foods available today?
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