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Case 2: Kyriaki Kosta 
Platform A Climate Challenge
(Head and Hand project)

CARE: ESD Template 
1. Describe a Sustainable Development challenge that is relevant to your locality.
(city/region/county etc). Maximum 150 words

Subjected to time, everything around us deteriorates and is finally rejected or abandoned: objects, spaces…Their abandonment and/or discarding, is a waste of energy and resources and may contribute to problems of pollution and degradation of the urban environment. There are many such spaces in Cyprus, especially in Nicosia near the ‘green line’ – UN controlled buffer zone - or any other area on the island that has been affected by the economic crisis. These spaces cease to attract visitors, may attract suspicious activities, deteriorate and sink into a vicious cycle of devaluation and absolute abandonment. 


2. With which SDG(s) does this issue link? *	
Repairing or re-inventing objects and spaces is connected to sustainability principles as reusing and minimizing waste and pollution. Restoring or re-inventing deteriorated objects or spaces is also a way of highlighting the otherwise latent dimension of Culture within the Sustainable Development Pillars. Dealing with spaces and objects of the past as well as the present establishes connections with our ‘culture’ in the context of civilization and tradition, as well as our ‘culture’ in the context of our behavior and our mentality as individuals and as citizens. 
Sustainable Development Goals relevant to this ‘abandonment’ of objects and spaces issue can be: 
· SDG11 Sustainable Cities and Communities
· SDG12 Responsible Production and Consumption
Indirect connections can also be identified with:
· SDG8 Decent work and Economic Growth
· SDG1 Zero Poverty
· SDG2 Zero Hunger
· SDG3 Good health and Well-being
· SDG10 Reduced Inequality

3. How can learning about and for this SD issue be addressed by VAE (?) (maximum 100 words)
Sustainable development is about the sustainable use of the resources. Reusing and restoring helps save energy and resources and is an indication of responsible production and consumption. In order to do so, one has to be imaginative, creative and in many cases re-invent perhaps a different use to the object that has completed its life cycle, in order to make it useful again. Visual Arts develop these competences and employ artistic and creative skills to a practical end. 



4. Suggest an idea or methodology of how one can learn about and for this SD issue through VAE? (Maximum 200 words)
Learners are asked to find and bring along old ‘useless’ objects (appliances, adornments, kitchenware, old clothes, an old bike… anything). Identify some interesting pieces and work in groups using a structured handout to explore: the past use of those objects; their origin; their structure; cultural customs connected to them (if any); the ecological impact of their creation (materials, transportation, energy used for their production, pollution created for their production or during their use...) and their disposal. After presenting and discussing the selected objects, they are asked to repair them or re-invent new uses for them using principally the pool of materials from the objects initially brought.    


5. Which ESD competences can be enhanced?	
Transdisciplinarity
Creativity 
Participation 
Critical Thinking 
Systems Thinking
Values
Action


6. How can you ensure an empowering approach? **	
The activity should give a sense of purpose. They will make a new object which will have a practical or a decorative use, out of old unexploited (instead of useless) objects. Additionally the exploration part of the learning process will ensure that learners become aware of the environmental impact of each of the goods we use. They will understand that before throwing something away or recycling it, it is important to explore possibilities for alternative uses as a means of saving the energy and resources that would be needed in order to make a completely new object.

* See: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ fora list ofthe SDGs
** Individuals are encouraged to be responsible actors who resolve challenges, respect cultural diversity and contribute to creating a more sustainable world.
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