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CARE: ESD Template Poverty

1. Describe a Sustainable Development challenge that is relevant to your locality.
(city/region/county etc). Maximum 150 words	

“In 2019, people at risk of poverty increased by 5.2%, whilst people living in a severely materially deprived household increased by 24.9% over the previous year. 
In view of this, Kurt Muscat, Senior Executive Advisory Services at EMCS states, “When considering the result in poverty took place in a year (2019) where the Maltese economy grew by 6.8%, this seems to indicate that while increases in the average income are being registered, such increases are not taking place across the board, leading to a widening divide between social classes. The strong double digit increase in persons living in a severely deprived household, in 2019 when compared to 2018, is worrying, especially, when taken in the context, that, the economic retraction that is likely to take place in 2020 due to the pandemic is likely to push these statistics towards more worrying levels.””
https://www.emcs.com.mt/people-living-in-poverty-in-malta-is-on-the-rise/ 

“The pandemic is set to push an estimated 71 million additional people into extreme poverty. From 1990 until last year, the number of extremely poor people fell from 36% of the world’s population, to around 8%. Now, for the first time since 1998, that number is rising fast.”
https://www.developmentperspectives.ie/SDGChallenge/InformationPacks/SDG%201%20No%20Poverty%202020.pdf

2. With which SDG(s) does this issue link? *	

	  Goals
	  Objective
	  Description

	 Goal -1
	 No Poverty
	 By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere.

	 Goal -2
	 Zero Hunger
	 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition by 2030.

	 Goal -8
	 Decent Work and Economic Growth
	 Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth.

	 Goal -10
	 Reduced Inequality
	 Reduce inequality within and among countries by 2030.




3. How can learning about and for this SD issue be addressed by VAE (?) (maximum 100 words)	

· Make use of political cartoons to teach about poverty.
· Ensure all children have opportunities to share their feelings and experiences through the Visual Arts.
· Prepare a poster for the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty on the 17th October each year
· Provide opportunities for the poor and marginalised to express themselves through art. Offer resources and encouragement to help express themselves. Provide art materials and a marketplace.
· Teachers make use of artistic work by homeless people. 
· The school buys artistic work by homeless people.
· VAE has a role in modelling sustainable practices with classroom resources e.g. buying and using less resources, recycle paper, buying second hand classroom resources including from charity shops. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Cultivate compassion. See the Big Idea 5.3 (Compassion) in the Guide: “Visual art education in new times: Connecting Art with Real life issues”

4. Suggest an idea or methodology of how one can learn about and for this SD issue through VAE? (Maximum 200 words)	

Students can produce a small commercial to convince others to act against poverty. This presumes previous activities where students understand poverty and its causes. Such previous activities could be organised by the VAE teacher itself (e.g. using political cartoons, using photos of the belongings of homeless people or drawings by migrants who crossed the dangerous seas in search of a better life in Europe), or could be coordinated with teachers of other subjects e.g. social studies, geography or mathematics.  The commercial can be real (e.g. for the student magazine) or simulated (e.g. a TV commercial). Different media can be used, including short videos (e.g. 30 seconds) taken through an ordinary mobile phone. Such an activity can be done in liaison with the drama teacher. 

5. Which ESD competences can be enhanced?	

· Learning to do (Practical actions against poverty)
· Learning to be (Personal development – the ability to act with personal responsibility in relation to poverty)	
· Achieving transformation (A vision for a society without poverty).
· Active engagement in the present (the urgency of poverty and hunger)

6. How can you ensure an empowering approach? **	

· Consider the CONCORD Code of Conduct on Images and Messages. See:  https://concordeurope.org/2012/09/27/code-of-conduct-on-images-and-messages/
· Ensure that learning about a poverty related issue is followed by investigating solutions and acting on at least one.
· Be political. E.g. once a poverty related issue is explored through VAE, students can write to the appropriate Minister, demanding action to eradicate poverty. 

* See: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ fora list ofthe SDGs
** Individuals are encouraged to be responsible actors who resolve challenges, respect cultural diversity and contribute to creating a more sustainable world.
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