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Case 5: TWOFORTWO ART GROUP
(Like Orphans)

CARE: ESD Template 
1. Describe a Sustainable Development challenge that is relevant to your locality.
(city/region/county etc). Maximum 150 words

Probably the common denominator in most sustainable development issues, is Economic Growth. Economic growth can ensure the means for a high life quality, environmental protection and sustainability. Nevertheless if Economic growth is perceived as maximization of profit and ignors the well-being of the society, the environment and culture, this will eventually lead to an unbalanced administration of the SD pillars and will lead to a collapse. 
For Cyprus this was the case during the period that followed the financial crisis of 2013. (It probably still is, considering the “golden passports” scandals and the construction fever). The events that lead to the financial impact that affected Cyprus and several other countries in Europe and elsewhere, were a consequence of unsustainable practices. In Cyprus in particular, the financial crisis to 2013 was connected to a real estate industry boom, in order to attract foreign investors overlooking the serious environmental impact of this practice. Along the same rationale of greed, Banks were offering absurdly high interest to attract foreign capital, in ways that could not be supported by such a small economy. The results of the 2013 economic crisis, was the bankruptcy of one of the major banks in the country, a haircut in the deposits of the second major bank in the country, and bankruptcy of several businesses. Commercial areas became deserted and many people became unemployed. The social impact was evident.  	

2. With which SDG(s) does this issue link? *	
Because of the semiological concept of the work which directly relates to the socio-political condition of the society in Cyprus, there are a plethora of meanings which can directly relate to the SDGs of the project. These are messages that deal with cutural identity and can revolve around issues of clarity/equality and fight against corruption. The relation to the SDGs touches on issues of:
· SDG1 Zero Poverty
· SDG2 Zero Hunger
· SDG3 Good health and Well-being
· SDG5 Decent work and Economic Growth
· SDG10 Reduced Inequality
· SDG12 Responsible Consumption and Production
· SDG16 Peace and Justice Strong Institutions

3. How can learning about and for this SD issue be addressed by VAE (?) (maximum 100 words)	
As all SD issues, the economic crisis in Cyprus and the events that lead to it require a critical approach where one has to reflect upon the causes and the malpractices as a way of learning from past mistakes and becoming wiser. Visual art works engaging disciplines as design, architecture, fashion and fine arts can provide opportunities that challenge the viewers and immerse them in a process of reflection. In the case of socioeconomic issues, such art works can provide the basis for discussion and the development of a critical stance.

4. Suggest an idea or methodology of how one can learn about and for this SD issue through VAE? (Maximum 200 words)	
The learners should identify a sustainable development problem in their area, related to socioeconomic issues. In our example (TwoFourTwo) we focus on the financial crisis in 2013. Learners should initially have the opportunity to explore and discuss the causes of the crisis and the consequences at all levels of sustainable development (economic, environmental, social, cultural), perhaps in the form of a debate activity. Alternatively, personal responsibility can be addressed through a scenario posing a moral dilemma. Inspired and informed through these activities, learners will finally be asked to focus on one single message they want to send which they will express through visual arts. 


5. Which ESD competences can be enhanced?	
Critical Thinking 
Systems Thinking
Futures Thinking
Empathy 
Creativity 
Participation 
Action


6. How can you ensure an empowering approach? **	
The activity should give the sense of purpose. Learners should be aware that the learning process they are going through should lead them to a practical outcome (their work of art and the message which they want to send) which collectively can be used to raise awareness and become an informal education tool for the broader public or their peers. 


* See: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ fora list ofthe SDGs
[bookmark: _GoBack]** Individuals are encouraged to be responsible actors who resolve challenges, respect cultural diversity and contribute to creating a more sustainable world.
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