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Case 4: Re-Cyprus

CARE: ESD Template 
1. Describe a Sustainable Development challenge that is relevant to your locality.
(city/region/county etc). Maximum 150 words

The era of globalization is posing a variety of challenges to national identity. National identity crisis usually arises in political, economic and cultural levels (Zhuojun & Hualing, 2014). For Cyprus, all these «triggers» seem to systematically appear during the past few years: the financial crisis, the ongoing division of the island due to the turkish invation, along with the uniformity promoted by the international market replacing local products, practices and customs. 
A person's national identity is formed by ’common’ elements in people's daily lives: e.g. national symbols, language, nation’s history, culture, music, cusine, and so on (Janow 2013). Under various social influences, people incorporate the national identity into their personal identities by adopting beliefs, values, assumptions and expectations which align with one's national identity (Bar-Tal and Staub,1997). People view national beliefs and values as personally meaningful, and translate these beliefs and values into daily practices (Ashmore, Jussim, Wilder, 2001). National identity, creates bonds and aspires common goals and efforts for everyone’s benefit. In order to conserve and evolve our national identity in the global age, among other actions, we need to: develop national culture, strengthen value integration and enrich the cultural significance of national identity (Zhuojun & Hualing, 2014).

Ashmore, Richard D.; Jussim, Lee; Wilder, David, eds. (2001). Social Identity, Intergroup Conflict, and Conflict Reduction. Oxford University Press. pp. 74–75. ISBN 9780195137439.
Wang Zhuojun & He Hualing (2014) National Identity in the Era of Globalization: Crisis and Reconstruction, Social Sciences in China, 35:2, 139-154
László, János (2013). Historical Tales and National Identity: An introduction to narrative social psychology. Routledge. p. 191. ISBN 9780415704700.
Bar-Tal, Daniel; Staub, Ervin (1997). Patriotism in the Lives of Individuals and Nations. Chicago: Nelson-Hall Publishers. pp. 171–172. ISBN 978-0830414109.

2. With which SDG(s) does this issue link? *	
Although issues of national identity, can potentially be linked to any of the SDGs, we identify as more relevant the:
SDG11 Sustainable Cities and Communities
SDG12 Responsible consumption and production
SDG16 Peace, Justice and Strong Insitutions
SDG17 Partnerships for te Goals

3. How can learning about and for this SD issue be addressed by VAE (?) (maximum 100 words)	
A strong national identity does not mean nationalism, racism and discrimination. One can be proud of their own culture without rejecting other cultures and identities. VAE can provide a context where learners explore aspects of local culture and identity and identify and scrutinise in a critical way values and attributes of the Cyprus people in the past and how these evolved in time to the present.  The process of portraying the national identity of the Cypriot, can provide us with cathartic and constructive opportunities of reflection and self-evaluation that can support the evolution of our identity in the pathway of sustainability, justice, equity and solidarity. 

4. Suggest an idea or methodology of how one can learn about and for this SD issue through VAE? (Maximum 200 words)	
Learners elaborate on the concept of identity. What is ‘national identity’. What elements compose a ‘national identity’? 
Learners work in groups and are asked to identify an artwork or artefact and an adjacent practice, habit, custom or behaviour that reflect an element of our national identity. They are also asked to identify and discuss the values that derive from the selected identity element with respect to contemporary society and sustainability values and principles (e.g. weaving – κουρελού, or a patchwork, engages re-using, diminishing waste and diminishing pressure for use of new environmental resources. This is a practice that clashes with prevailing contemporary unsustainable practices of rapid production and consumption. What lessons can we learn from the past?) 



5. Which ESD competences can be enhanced?	
Futures
Responsibility 
Values
Action 
Empathy
Criticality
Creativity
Systems

6. How can you ensure an empowering approach? **	
The outcome of the activity can be the collection of a number of case-studies conducted by the different groups of learners where sustainable practices from the past appear to have faded and could be restored or unsustainable practices from the past have changed in our mentality and habits indicating a transition to a more sustainable – green culture. Groups can present their case – studies and share their thoughts and reflections with the rest of the learners. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The collective report can be presented as an article in the local press. 


* See: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ fora list ofthe SDGs
** Individuals are encouraged to be responsible actors who resolve challenges, respect cultural diversity and contribute to creating a more sustainable world.
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