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CARE: Data Template for Artworks
Make sure that you have written permission to use images from whoever owns the copyright for that image. This might be the artist or an institution like a museum that owns the work. You might also need to obtain written permission from the photographer who took the photograph of the artistic work, and include a credit next to the reproduced image.
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A.  General information
1.	Name of artist/collective: Steve Bonello (with Carmel Borg)
2.	Title of artwork (translate into English): Id-dar ta’ faċċata (The house across the street)
3.	Year when the artwork was produced/performed: 2019
4.	Medium and support/artistic genre: Children’s book with illustrations by Steve Bonello
5.           Dimensions: 20 x 13 cm, 48 pages
6.	Collection (location of artwork or site where it was performed): N/A
7.	Photo credit: The artist
8.	Weblink/s: https://merlinpublishers.com/product/id-dar-ta-faccata/

B. Description and analysis of artwork

1. Describe and analyse the artwork (max. 100 words): The book is a collaboration between writer and academic Carmel Borg and illustrator Steve Bonello.  The main character in the story, Pawlu, wakes up to the noise of a house across the street being demolished – a common scene in Malta. Past and present are juxtaposed as childhood memories related to this house and the current chaotic filled with contractors, migrant workers and machinery come together. The narrative is followed by questions about development, neighbours, health and safety, migrants, the future, and so on. The illustrations depict characters in the story as well as scenes of nature.
2. Relevance of artwork to SDGs (please specify which SDGs, max. 100 words): The main topics of the story revolve around various issues of sustainability: 3 (Good health and well-being), 8 (Decent work and economic growth), 9 (Indutsry, innovation and infrastructure, 10 (Reduced inequalities). The drawings in the book do not add much to the story but help children to visualise the scenes as well as the destruction of their environment. A drawing of the house across the street that is being demolished can lead to similar drawings about construction sites related to the children’s own neighbourhood.
3. Relevance of artwork to the local context (max. 50 words): The demolition of old and even newer houses and apartment blocks is an everyday reality in most Maltese towns and villages.  The perceived importance of the construction industry for the local economy has led to various environmental and health issues related to pollution, whilst encroaching on public space and increasing noise levels.
4. Specify whether any participants, community members or members of the public were involved in the production of this artwork (max. 50 words): No
5. Relevance of artwork to artist’s background, if any (e.g. gender, ethnicity, etc., max. 50 words): Steve Bonello’s work frequently deals with environmental issues in Malta and he has also worked on publications like this. Another recent publication he contributed to, No Man’s Land: People, Places & Pollution, written by Marie Briguglio, won the National Book Prize (2019) in the ’Literary non-fiction’ category. 

C. Pedagogical qualities 

1. Describe any links you see between this artwork and specific VAE and ESD competencies (max. 100 words): Technical aspects that can be covered in relation to the themes of this book and its illustrations include principles of design, composition and urban-inspired themes for sculptures, constructions, drawings, paintings, collage, etc. Strategies like juxtaposition and appropriation can be employed with some of the components in the illustrations, like houses, apartment blocks, people, cranes, cars and so on. Pupils can also synthesise knowledge and personal experience in their art-making and critical response. ESD skills covered could include the ability to assess the consequences of over-development in their local built environment, and the ability to express the urgency of generating positive change.
2. Other pedagogical qualities: Given that the book was written specifically for primary age children, it is appropriate for this level though will probably work best with older pupils (9-10 years).
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