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CARE: ESD Template Land Use

1. Describe a Sustainable Development challenge that is relevant to your locality.
(city/region/county etc). Maximum 150 words

“Land in Malta is the scarcest and most valuable resource. Clear limitations should exist regarding what percentage of land available is to be allocated to developent. With time, the demand for available land to be used one way or the other was bound to increase – and it did. Ditto the price of land. Pressures grew for a more intensive use of it. Still, even while everybody accepted that land is our most precious asset, or perhaps for that reason, irrational decisions – there’s no better adjective to describe them – continued to be taken.	“
Alfred Sant, Economist and former prime minister. https://www.independent.com.mt/articles/2015-08-20/blogs-opinions/Land-use-6736140828

2. With which SDG(s) does this issue link? *

	  Goals
	  Objective
	  Description

	Goal -3
	 Good Health and Well-being
	 Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages by 2030.

	 Goal -11
	 Sustainable Cities and Communities
	 Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable.

	 Goal -13
	 Climate Action
	 Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts.

	 Goal -15
	 Life on Land
	 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, combat desertification and halt biodiversity loss.




3. How can learning about and for this SD issue be addressed by VAE (?) (maximum 100 words)	

· By learning to observe through VAE techniques, students become aware of how abusing our land contributes to the uglification of our localities.  
· Students can express through drawing and painting their “feelings” on seeing land of important ecological value in their locality being degraded. 
· VAE can promote land based education using photography.
· VAE can promote land based education using drawing/painting.
· Cultivate Ecological Literacy. See the Big Idea 5.2 (Ecological Literacy) in the Guide: “Visual art education in new times: Connecting Art with Real life issues”
· Learn about Regeneration See the Big Idea 5.6 (Regeneration) in the Guide: “Visual art education in new times: Connecting Art with Real life issues”
· Make use of the work of artists such as Steve Bonello, whose work reflects on (among other themes) the tragedy of the commons and compulsive construction. 

4. Suggest an idea or methodology of how one can learn about and for this SD issue through VAE? (Maximum 200 words)

Start a community garden on school grounds. The piece of land can be owned by the school or identified in consultation with the municipality. It can be as small as a raised bed or a small field. Involve the community where possible. 
· Students can learn to sketch the plants they would like to grow. 	
· Students can sketch designs of how they envision the identified piece of land.
· Students can learn about different plant varieties, their colours and hues, in order to sketch a design that contributes to the beautification of the identified piece of land. 
· Students sketches can be exhibited at the municipality
· The landscape can be embellished using murals. 
· Plants can be labelled in creative and artistic manners, using scrap wood.
	
5. Which ESD competences can be enhanced?	

· Learning to be (Cultivating a reconnection with nature)
· Exploring alternative futures (identification of new pathways in land use)

6. How can you ensure an empowering approach? **	
· A community garden can increase the availability of fresh produce for students, it adds to community green spaces, it can potentailly supplement the school incomes by selling produce or saplings on an open day, and it contributres in general to participants' mental and physical health.
· Elect a small committee to be responsible for the project (Re. community garden)
· Be political and privilege advocacy. E.g. once a land use issue is explored through VAE, students can engage with the local council. 


* See: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/ fora list ofthe SDGs
** Individuals are encouraged to be responsible actors who resolve challenges, respect cultural diversity and contribute to creating a more sustainable world.
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